Testicular cancer in homosexual men with cellular immune deficiency: report of 2 cases.
Embryonal cell carcinoma of the testis was seen in 2 homosexuals with peripheral lymphadenopathy of the head and neck, and abnormal cellular immunity measured by reduced T helper cells and increased T suppressor cells. One patient had no history of venereal disease but had taken marijuana, nitrites and methyl-dextroamphetamines regularly. The other patient had a history of syphilis, gonorrhea, hepatitis and venereal warts but rarely used inhalant recreational drugs. Both patients had smoked cigarettes. Neither patient had any known risk factors that predisposed to testicular cancer. Biopsy of a supraclavicular lymph node in 1 patient showed histological features of reactive follicular hyperplasia similar to those described previously in the acquired immune deficiency syndrome. These cases of testicular cancer increase the spectrum of rare cancers developing in young male homosexuals with acquired cellular immune abnormalities.